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 The low student achievement motivation is something that must be 
considered. Parents attention became one of the factors that can influence 
student achievement motivation. The purpose of this study to describe the 
contribution of parent attention to student’s achievement motivation in SMK 
Muhammadiyah 1 Padang. This research uses regression analysis. In the 
research took the sample of 233 students by using purposive sampling 
technique. It was used instrument "Wira Solina Parents Attention Scale" with 
reliability value is 0.888, and "Achievement Motivation Scale" with reliability 
value is 0.885. The results of research showed that: (1) Parents attention 
(Mother) in the high category; (2) Parents attention (Father) in the medium 
category; (3) student achievement motivation in the medium category; (4) the 
contribution of parents attention (mother) to the achievement motivation is 
14.4%; (5) the contribution of the parents attention  (father) to the achievement 
motivation is 12.9%; and (6) the contribution of parents attention (Mother and 
Father) to the achievement motivation are 15.6%. The results of research 
showed that parents’ attention (mother and father) need to improved student 
achievement motivation, so it can be recommended by counselor teacher to 
give guidance and counseling services in the school and involved their parents 
to improve student achievement motivation. 
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Introduction 

Adolescence is a period of transition from childhood into adulthood (Santrock, 2010). Teenagers are 
individuals who experience rapid growth in the intellectual aspect. Changes in the intellectual aspects of 
adolescent allow individuals to be able to integrate themselves into society and be able to highlight the 
characteristics possessed himself (Ali & Asrori, 2011). At this time, adolescents begin to think towards the 
achievement of an accomplishment in life to support future career or job later (Falentini, Taufik, & Mudjiran, 
2013). Education today aims to develop all the potential of the students optimally, so that they can make 
qualified students, students who have competitiveness in global life and take a role in the development of 
various aspects of life in the future (Febriani, Joseph, & Iswari, 2016; Chandra & Suarja, 2017). In achieving 
future success, individuals must have a high achievement motivation (McClelland, 1987). 

Motivation is something that underlie to encourage individual behavior towards a particular goal 
(Alizamar, 2016;Guay et al., 2010). Achievement motivation is the power of consistent struggle of the 
individual to achieve success with certain standards (Sarangi, 2015). Achievement motivation is one of the 
requirements for success in life (Payyanatt & Manichander, 2012). Moreover, achievement motivation had 



Nofrizal et al Journal of Educational and Learning Studies 
Vol.3,	No.1,	2020,	pp.	55-63	
	 56	

 

Journal homepage: http://journal.redwhitepress.com/index.php/jles 
 

influence in achieving student success to achieve the standard of excellence in the learning process (Fitria, 
Marsidin, & Nirwana, 2014) and the success of student learning in school (Endriani, 2016). For that students 
must have a high achievement motivation. This is because, the low achievement motivation lead to low 
quality of human resources in Indonesia. 

In general, students in school tends to run into problems that indicate the level of low achievement 
motivation (Taiyeb, Bahri, & Razak, 2012). The results of the study in Nigeria showed 28.19% have a low 
level of achievement motivation (Adegboyega, 2017). In India also showed 69% of low academic achievement 
motivation (Prajina, 2016). In Indonesia also shows SMK student achievement motivation in the low category 
with the percentage of 21.31% (Febriana, 2017) and is in the category enough with the percentage of 76.27% 
(Dianto, Gistituati, & Mudjiran 2017). Some results of these studies indicate that student achievement 
motivation is still relatively quite low.According to Fernald & Fernald (1999) factors that affect achievement 
motivation is family and cultural influences (family and cultur influences). Furthermore, Morgan also reveal 
the factors that affect achievement motivation, namely: the environment and child care practices (Ratih 
Retnowati, Fatchan, & Komang Astina, 2016).  

Family environment is informal education institutions as an educational environment is first and 
foremost for children, in this case the parents have an influence on the learning achievement of children in 
school (Hountenville & Conway, 2007). Parents are the decisive factor of academic achievement and also can 
improve student achievement motivation (Moshahid & Vadakkayil, 2016).  Monitoring carried out on children 
parents can be done by giving attention to the child's school activities (Novrialdy, 2019). One of the factors 
that affect student achievement motivation, namely the of parent’s attention (Mother and Father) of the child's 
learning activities. The success of learning in schools is determined by internal and external factors. External 
factors include a family environment such as how parents educate children; home atmosphere; understanding 
parents; the properties of the parent (Sefni, Syahniar, & Alizamar, 2017). One of the factors that affect student 
achievement motivation, namely the of parent’s attention (Mother and Father) of the child in school and 
learning activities. 

Based on the phenomenon that occurs in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang, researchers observe that 
the students who have low achievement motivation. It is seen frequently truant students in the learning 
process, students tend to not do the work on time and the student easy to give up do it at the level of medium 
and difficult levels. Parents attention in SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang indicates less can be assessed 
properly. This is demonstrated when the semester report card acceptance only some parents come to school to 
pick up his report card, then when the BK teachers call parents to come to school to talk about the 
development of children there are some parents who do not care. From the phenomenon, researches feel 
worry about the level student achievement motivation in the school and need to careful and investigate 
continued. Based on the foregoing, I am interested to see how the contribution of parent’s attention (Mother 
and Father) on student achievement motivation. Furthermore, the results of this study can be the basis for 
providing guidance and counseling to students. 
 
Method 

This research do by used quantitative descriftive approach (Kothari, 2004). it also carried out a simple 
linear regression analysis and multiple regression analysis aimed to determine how big contribution of variable 
of parent’s attention mother and parents attention father to student achievement motivation. The population 
of this study were students of SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang enrolled in the academic year 2019/2020 as 
many as 550 students; the research took the sample of 233 student by Slovin formula and next by using 
puepossive sampling, its mean student who has intact parents (mother and father). This research do directy to 
student by administration “Parents Attention Scale (Mother and Father)” separately between mother attention 
and father attention and “Achievement Motivation Scale" to describe the instruction of instrument admission 
to student. 
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Table 1. The sample of research (n = 233 student of SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang). 

Class Department Gender Total 
Male  Female 

X TITL 17 1 18 
TPM 22 - 22 
TSM 12 - 12 
TKR 25 - 25 
TKJ 15 3 18 

XII TITL 1 12 - 12 
TITL 2 17 3 20 
TSM 1 20 - 20 
TSM 2 24 - 24 
TPM 17 - 17 
TKJ 20 5 25 
TKR 20 - 20 

Total 221 12 233 
 

The research used instrument by "Wira Solina Parents Attention Scale" and "Achievement Motivation 
Scale". The instrument in the research using likert scale model that consist of four alternative answer are: 
always; often; seldom; and rarest. The analysis of instrument validity test using product moment correlation 
formula. The reliability of the instrument using alpha cronbach formula. "Wira Solina Parents Attention 
Scale" with the reliability value of 0.888 and "Achievement Motivation Scale" with the reliability value of 
0.885. Data were analyzed by using descriptive test, simple regression and multiple regression. The data of 
research its manner by using statistics product and service solution (SPSS) of 20.00. The technique of simple 
regression analysis that uses to seen the contribution of parent’s attention (Mother) to achievement motivation, 
the contribution of parents attention (Father) to achievement motivation and the contribution of parents 
attention (Mother) and parents attention (Father) in together to achievement motivation. 
 

Results and Discussions 

Parents attention (Mother and Father) 
Base on the result of data analysis be related to level of parent attention (Mother) student at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 1 Padang, as follow. 
 

Tabel 2. Parent attention (Mother) at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang 
Interval  Categories F % 
≥ 85 Very high 34 15 

70 – 84 High 105 45 
55 – 69 Moderate 70 30 
40 – 54 Low 19 8 
≤ 39 Very low 5 2 

Total 233 100 
 

Based on table 2, in the general the data of parent attention (Mother) students are in the category of 
"high" with a percentage score of 45%. This means that on average the of parents attention (Mother) in the 
high category. Mothers can provide positive reinforcement to control the child's behavior (Herbert et al., 1973 
a). Mother attention to child that show by means of support in emosional (Stussi, Ferrero, Pourtois, & Sander, 
2019). It can illustrate the importance attention of mother's to the child's development. 

Base on the result of data analysis be related to level of parent attention (Father) student at SMK 
Muhammadiyah 1 padang, as follow. 

 

Tabel 3. Parent attention (Father) at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang. 
Interval  Categories F % 
≥ 85 Very high 20 8,6 

70 – 84 High 84 36,05 
55 – 69 Moderate 87 37,33 
40 – 54 Low 35 15,02 
≤ 39 Very low 7 3 

Total 233 100 
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Based on table 3, the data of parents attention (Father) students in general are in the category of 

"medium" with a percentage score of 37.3%. This means that on average the of parents attention (Father) in 
the medium category. The attention of fathers are more often in the form of disciplining a child (Gauthier & 
DeGusti, 2012). Father attention to child that show by means of support in materialistic fulfillment (Stussi, 
Ferrero, Pourtois, & Sander, 2019). Father is one of figure has a role in the family the one who influential to 
development and success of child education. 

The study's findings are supported by the results of research Febriany & Yusri (2013) that parental 
attention is still lacking and needs to be improved. The involvement of parents in giving attention to the child 
plays an important role for the progress the education of children in the school (Driessen, Smit, and Sleegers, 
2005). 
 
Student achievement motivation 
 

Base on data analysis result be related student achievement motivation at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 
Padang, as follow. 

 
Tabel 4. Student achievement motivation at SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Padang. 

 
Interval  Categories F % 
≥ 125 Very high 20 8,6 

103 – 124 High 95 40,8 
81 – 102 Moderate 109 46,8 
59 – 80 Low 7 3 
≤ 58 Very low 2 0,8 

Total 233 100 
 

Based on table 4, overall student achievement motivation in the category "medium" with a percentage 
score of 46.8%. Student achievement motivation gained from all aspects of achievement motivation are 
responsibility, need the feedback and innovative. The study's findings are supported by the results of research 
Rahmawati, Mudjiran, and Yusri (2017) that motivation of student achievement in the medium category the 
result of this research shows motivation of student achievement also in the medium category, that need to 
improved motivation of student achievement who medium as of motivation of student achievement go places.. 
Students who have high achievement motivation will be more motivated to do the task as quickly as possible 
(Stussi, Ferrero, Pourtois, & Sander, 2019). The achievement motivation becomes an important thing, because 
as the impetus that drives students to achieve success, strive for excellence from others and able to overcome 
all obstacles that hinder the process of achieving goals (Rumaini, 2006). 
 
Contributions of parent’s attention (Mother and Father) to student achievement motivation 
 

The results of the analysis of the contribution of parental attention (Mother) to student achievement 
motivation can be seen in Table 5. 
 

Table 5. The results of a simple regression analysis and significance test X1 to Y 
Model R R Square Sig. 

X1-Y 0.380 0.144 0.000 

 
In Table 5 can be see the results of the regression coefficient test showed that the value of r of parents 

attention (Mother) to student achievement motivation for 0380; with R Square of 0144. This means that the of 
parents attention (Mother) accounted for 14.4% of student achievement motivation. Mother is very influential 
to the success of children in school learning (Sarafuddin & Jumanto, 2016). Mothers should always pay 
attention to their children since the early (Gade, 2012). The involvement of the mother is very important to the 
growth and development of children (Mallers, Charles, Neupert, & Almeida, 2010). The involvement of the 
mother against her son's life like giving attention to the child's learning process to develop the intellectual 
abilities of children (Mauna & Prameswari, 2019). The mother's attention is directly related to the educational 
success of children in the future (Flouri & Buchanan, 2004). 
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The results of the analysis of the contribution of parents attention (Father) to student achievement 
motivation can be seen in table 6. 

 
Table 6. Results of simple regression analysis and significance test X2 to Y 

Model R R Square Sig. 

X2-Y 0.360 0.129 0.000 

 
In table 6 can be see the results of the regression coefficient test showed that the value of r of parent’s 

attention (Father) to the achievement motivation of students for 0360; with R Square of 0131. This means that 
the of parent’s attention (Father) accounted for 12.9% of student achievement motivation. Father figure 
capable of providing leadership example to the children, so that children become independent and disciplined 
person (Parmanti & Purnamasari, 2015), The involvement of fathers in child rearing, to give attention in her 
life (Finley & Schwartz, 2004). Father gives contributon to the stage of development of their children, children 
who received care from the father will be able to achieve good academic achievement in school (Hidayati, 
Kaleoti, & karyono, 2011). A father very important role in motivating children to improve learning 
achievement of children (Astriani, 2019). 
 

The results of the analysis of the contribution the of parent’s attention (mother and father) together 
toward tostudent achievement motivation can be seen in Table 7. 

 
Table 7. The results of multiple regression analysis and significance test X1 and X2 to Y 

Model R R Square Sig. 

X2 X1 -Y 0.395 0.156 0.000 

 
In Table 7 can be see the results of multiple regression coefficients showed that the value of r of 

parents attention (Mother and Father) together toward to student achievement motivation for 0395, with a 
value of R square (R2) of 0.156. This means, the of parent’s attention (Mother) and the of parents attention 
(Father) together accounted for 15.6% of student achievement motivation. Research result Tsui (2005) who 
explained that high parental concern for children's education can improve the academic achievement of 
children in school. students require more attention from parents that children are motivated to learn and 
achieve better (Elmirawatai, Daharnis, & Syahniar, 2013; Thoha & Wulandari, 2016). 

The family has an important role in their children's education, parents' attitude that cares for the child 
can make a child excel in education (Adeyami, Moradeyo, and Semiu Babatunde, 2014). The child's behavior 
can be influenced by the attention of both parents (Mother and Father) (Syakarofath & Subandi, 2019). Father 
and mother can show warmth and protection in a different way, a mother shows through emotional support, 
while the father through instrumental support children's learning in the form of facilities (Stussi et al., 2019). 
The higher the parents' attention, the lower the child's  deviate behavior (Herbert et al., 1973b). Parents are an 
important factor in influencing the academic achievement of students in schools (Hayakawa, Englund, 
Richter, & Reynolds, 2016). 

The research conducted Stewart (2007) show discussion of positive parent-child play an important 
role to improve student achievement. The superiority of being a parent is responsible for guiding the child and 
receive the child (Fox, 2008). The importance of parent involvement on student achievement and the quality 
of student in the school (Epstein, 2005). Parental factors significantly associated with achievement motivation 
in school children (Mansour & Martin, 2009). 

Different roles of mothers and fathers (Safyer, Volling, Schultheiss, & Tolman, 2018). Mother and 
father involvement in the school activities have influential to academic performance of child (Masud et al., 
2019). The parents need to be involved in giving attention to the needs of children with learning resources and 
oversee the child's learning progress (Shunc, Pintich, & Mecee 2008). Parental involvement in children's 
learning activities will make children more motivated to excel in school (Cheung & Pomerantz, 2012). Parents 
attention positive effect on academic achievement and student responsibility to the task (Greenwood & 
Hickman, 1991). Parents attention in children's education contribute in learning and the child achievement  in 
the school (Hoover-Dempsey & Sandler, 1997). Parental attention was give to learning activity of child  in the 
house  have mean and a very important influence (Dwija, 2008). 

Parents attention play an important role in the learning process of students in the school (Hasgimianti, 
Nirwana, & Daharnis, 2017). The special attention was gave by parents to child the important strategy to 
progress the child education (Driessen et al., 2005). Parents attention of children play a role in school life 
(Biber, Kayiş, Kopuk, & Dağdeviren, 2019). Students who have high achievement motivation they will 
understand the future depends on their own (Suárez-Álvarez, Campillo-Álvarez, Fonseca-Pedrero, García-
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Cueto, & Muñiz, 2013). Achievement motivation lead students to success and avoid failure in the future 
(Tanaka & Yamauchi, 2001). Students who have high achievement motivation will strive to achieve success 
and avoid failure, until the successs in the school and the future, need to make communication and good 
cooperation between the school, parents and students to work to improve student achievement motivation. 

The BK teachers provide guidance and counseling services to students in the school to prevent 
problems related to low and declining student achievement motivation (Utomo, Atmoko, & Hitipeuw, 2018). 
Guidance and Counseling services activities is one aspect of the educational unit that aims to help students to 
achieve optimal development. BK teacher is responsible for providing guidance and counseling services to 
improve student achievement motivation.BK teachers can collaborate with parents, students, teachers and 
support staff to focus on maximum student achievement (Biber et al., 2019; Glading, 2012;Livingstone & 
Helsper 2008; Rosen, Cheever, and Carrier, 2008). BK teachers as the main component of the collaborative 
should be able to assist the school in providing an understanding to parents with regard to responsibility 
towards their children's education (Schmidt, 2003). Family environment of concern in guidance and 
counseling services, because the family environment, especially parents environments are extremely important 
for the development of their children, the family environment is the social environment and education first and 
foremost a great influence on the formation of children's personality to life in the future (Afdal, 2015). It is 
important for BK teachers and parents cooperate in monitoring and giving attention to the development of 
children in school. 
 
Conclusions 

Motivation of achievement is phenomenon in student self that influential of some factors. The next 
phenomenon of low student achievement motivation will influence the academic achievement student at 
school. In general, it can be concluded that the attention of parents (Mother and Father) contribute to student 
achievement motivation. That is, the higher the concern of parent’s attention (Mother and Father), the higher 
the student achievement motivation. Parents attention (Mother) contribution of 14.4% to student achievement 
motivation; the contribution of parent’s attention (Father) to student achievement motivation of 12.9%; and 
the contribution of parents attention (Mother and Father) together toward to student achievement motivation 
of 15.6%. Based on this research, student achievement motivation in medium category. Efforts to improve 
student achievement motivation by improve parental attention; mother attention and father attention. 
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